Ladies and Gentlemen!
We are living in rapidly changing times. Even our vocabulary struggles to keep up with the times. New words are created on a daily basis, especially with regard to information technology and the electronic media. And to crown it all, there is an acronym for almost everything. Some will be mentioned here tonight. At the outset, let me therefore list some of those you are likely to encounter: Research is 'the thorough, systematic and patient study in a particular discipline, undertaken to discover or to establish certain facts or principles'. However, research on its own does not mean much. Knowledge restricted to the confi nes of ivory tower academia is of little signifi cance. Research should reach the world, in other words it should be disseminated -hence the critical importance of academic publications. Not only do they offer the necessary platform for researchers to publish their results, they also provide an opportunity to enter into discussions with peers all over the world, and by doing so, to refi ne or adjust insights and fi ndings.
AOSIS -
Academic journals play a crucial role in fulfi lling this role, as is explained by the following defi nition: 'An academic journal is a peer-reviewed periodical in which scholarship relating to a particular academic discipline is published. Academic journals serve as forums for the introduction and presentation for scrutiny of new research, and the critique of existing research.'
The advantages of academic journals, compared to books, are many: they are more economical, enable critical debate over a relatively short time span, are usually more accessible and cheaper, and they are often more focused on the essence of the research. Last but not the least, references to articles and authors in journals can be more easily monitored. The so-called 'impact fi gure' is determined by the number of infl uential and independent citations by peers that appear in other (similarly recognised) journals. The quality of research results, which determines accreditation with index companies and government controlled funders/sponsors, therefore lies inter alia both in the peer-reviewed contents and in the short time-span between the date of submission, editorial acceptance and the date of publication. A recent development therefore is that, not only citation of articles and authors is considered, but also the time it takes to disseminate the research. The question now is: how soon after publication is the research noticed? How long this interest lasts, now also comes into the equation. Citations and their frequency are the only real indicators of interest in the research. Simply put, it means that electronic journal indexes are now able to indicate the 'shelf life' of research.
According to the so-called 'Bradford's Law', most citations appear in a limited number of scientifi c journals. In a recent study it was found that out of the 7 528 leading journals worldwide, more than half of the citations appeared in only 300 journals! What's more, a mere 3 000 of these journals represent citations from 75% of all published articles and 90% of all cited articles.
The University of Pretoria strives to be internationally recognised as a top South African research university. Since the mid-nineties of the previous century, the University of Pretoria's research output has been the highest by far among South African universities, outscoring the University of the Witwatersrand, the University of Cape Town, the University of KwaZulu Natal and (The latter two were last year also listed among UP's 100 leading scholars of the past century). In the 65 years of its existence four editions of HTS appeared annually. Indeed an extraordinary achievement! At the time of its establishment, the HTS was a joint undertaking of HAUM and DeBussey (which belonged to the NRCA). At a later stage, the NHW Press (also belonging to the NRCA) was responsible for managing and publishing the HTS, until eventually the Reformed Theological College became the journal's title owner.
Since its inception, the NRCA has supported the HTS financially and otherwise. This contribution has gradually increased to an amount of R450 000 for the last financial year. Currently there are negotiations with the University of Pretoria to largely take over this responsibility since the university receives at least R4.5 million per year from the Department of Higher Education thanks to HTS outputs. When spiralled down to the Faculty of Theology, the HTS publishes 42% of the total output. Expressed in monetary terms, the HTS contributes 53% to the Faculty of Theology's income from articles.
Since its establishment HTS has also always served the international research community. Some 28% of its authors are local (UP), 52% national and 20% international. As far as language is concerned, the ratio is 64% English, Dutch and German and 36% Afrikaans. Therefore the pejorative term 'inhouse' cannot be applied to the HTS. The HTS has reached another milestone. This event is a demonstration of how the University meets the challenge of being internationally competitive and locally relevant -in the HTS, where Academy and Africa meet.
